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My 2x great grandfather 

George James Bagwell was the 
fourth generation of my 

Bagwell ancestors to be born 
on the Isle – he was also to be 

the last. 
 

This is a short account of his 
life, about the man he was. 

 

 



 
 

George was born on 21st March 1861 at 86 High Street, Ryde, the second 
child of James BAGWELL and Isabella REILLY, having an elder sister 
Elizabeth, born in 1859, and Isabella, born at Southsea in 1865.  
 
George’s father, James, was a Royal Navy Seaman, a veteran of the 
Crimea. At the time of George’s birth he was based at HMS Excellent, 
later being transferred to the newly commissioned HMS Warrior. 
 

 
 
James died of ‘cancer of the stomach’ in Carisbrooke Workhouse, leaving 
Isabella to fend for her three children. It is unlikely that George’s elderly 
grandfather (an agricultural labourer) was able to support the family and 
the following year Isabella was living at Wootton Common and claiming 
Poor Relief.  
 
The 1871 Census shows George and his sisters as lodging with a Hannah 
TOOLEY at 18 Crocker Street, Newport, whist his mother found work on 
the mainland. Isabella was employed at several locations, until life found 
her at Itchen Abbas  in 1872, where she married William TOSDEVINE.  



 
 

In 1881 the siblings had all moved to Winchester. George (a gentleman’s 
servant) and his sister Elizabeth were working in the household of Canon 
Ernest Roland WILBERFORCE at Cathedral Close, with Isabella working 
nearby at 1 St James Villa.  
 
Also within the staff at Cathedral Close was Charlotte BRYANT, daughter 
of a farm labourer. It was probably through Charlotte that George was 
introduced her sister, Annie Louisa.  
 
George and Annie Louisa BRYANT later married in her home town of 
Cuddesdon, Oxfordshire on 1st September 1882.  
 
George’s sister, Elizabeth, remained in the service of the Canon and, then 
the Bishop of Newcastle, he officiated over her marriage in 1894. 
 

 

  



 
 

George and Annie were blessed with a happy marriage that was to last 44 
years, during which time Annie gave birth to 4 boys and 6 girls, all of 
whom reached adult age.  
 
They had a large extended family (many of whom can be seen here in this 
wedding photograph of 1913), giving the couple 27 grandchildren. 
 
 

 
 
 
Isabel Sarah BAGWELL (1881-1936) married Gordon CONDELL in 1901, 
after which the family resided in East Molesey, for a time in one of 
George’s houses, close to her parents, until her death. 
 
Joseph George BAGWELL (1883-1962) my great grandfather, married 
Fanny BERRIDGE in 1904. He was a carpenter and joiner by trade and 
probably worked for Edward Potterton at Molesey. Joseph served during 
the Great War in the Royal Flying Corps. After leaving Molesey he resided 
in Middlesex for the remainder of his life. 
 
 
 



 
 

George James BAGWELL (1885-1918) joined the post office from about 
1901 as a postman. He married Lily HARDING in 1908. He was conscripted 
in 1915 and served on the Western Front with the Veterinary Corps and 
Cheshire Regiment. He was reported missing early in May 1918 during 
the German offensive Operation Michael. George’s eldest daughter 
settled in Florida, USA. 
 
Reginald Harry BAGWELL (1887-1938) began his working life as a 
telegram messenger but became a fishmonger, which was to be his life 
trade. He married Alice BRADBERRY in 1911. During the war he was a 
sapper with the Royal Engineers. 
 
Louisa Annie BAGWELL (1889- aft 1917) married Alfred SINKINSON in 
1908 but was abandoned by him several years later, Alfred sailing for 
New York in 1918 and later marrying there. There are no records for 
Louisa after 1917, when she gave birth to a son in Southampton. 

  
Arthur Rouland BAGWELL (1891-1973) was a Metropolitan Police 
Constable from 1912 to 1937, narrowly missing conscription as his date 
for reporting for duty was set for 14th November 1918. He married Lily 
STEVENS in 1913. 
 
Charlotte Elizabeth “Lizzie” BAGWELL (1894-1973) was the only one of 
George’s children to not be married and spent her whole life living at 
home in East Molesey. 
 
Doris Beatrice BAGWELL (1896-1974) married Harold WILSON in 1917 
and appears to have been abandoned by him after 1926. Doris then lived 
with her disabled son, Billy, and Lizzie at East Molesey. 
 
Muriel “Moo” BAGWELL (1901-1985) was a glamorous lady who’s special 
aura filled a room as she entered. She married Thomas HOWELL in 1924 
and following his death in 1971 joined her sister Peggy in Cambridgeshire. 
 
Geraldine Emily "Peggy" BAGWELL (1903-1992) married Ronald Disston 
CLARK in 1927, but was abandoned later by him. Peggy ended her days at 
Chatteris in Cambridgeshire. Her grandson now lives on the Isle of Wight. 
  



 
 

The 1891 Census shows that George was a butler at Backwell House in 
Somerset. Annie must have followed him there, as she gave birth to a son 
at Backwell the following September.  
 
Why George was in Somerset is a mystery, as the family had been in East 
Molesey from about 1882-1883, and had returned by 1895. For the most 
time when residing at Molesey, was a waiter at The Mitre Hotel, 
Hampton Court Road, East Molesey (across the Thames opposite 
Hampton Court Palace). He rose to be head waiter there, and it is said 
that there hung a large portrait of George in the hotel for many years. 
 

 
 
The family resided at several locations in the village, before settling at 
Langton House. Rumour has it that George bought two houses for his 
large family, whilst Langton House was being built. There may be some 
truth in the story, as the houses were called Ryde and Haylands.  
 
What is not known is how George, a hotel waiter, could afford to 
purchase these houses. I can find no record of any legacy handed down to 
him, only fuelling the myth behind the man. Perhaps he was lucky on the 
horses? 

 



 
 

 
 
It is fortunate that George possessed both a kindly manner and large 
houses, including Langton House (above), as throughout his lifetime 
members of his extended family sought shelter beneath his roof: his 
mother; his sister Elizabeth and her son George; daughter Louisa and her 
child; daughter Doris and her child Billy; to name but a few!  
 
  



 
 

Excerpt from “Town Talk & Gossip”, by The Tramp 

The Sporting Times July 24 1926 

Those Bohemians who now and again shake the dust of London from 
their shoes and tie themselves to The Mitre, at Hampton Court, will be 
sorry to hear that BAGWELL, the head waiter there, is now very ill with 
pneumonia and pleurisy. Bagwell has been at the Mitre for forty six years 
– he is now 67 – and by reason of his picturesque personality, and his 
uncanny way of knowing exactly what you fancy for lunch or dinner, he 
must be one of the best known head waiters in the world. We hope 
Bagwell will soon be back at his post again, so that we, of The Staff, can 
foregather for another PINK ‘UN lunch. (Loud and pro-longed assent from 
“Lounger”, “The Johnny”, “The Tramp”, “The Hawk”, etc, etc,) 

 

Excerpt from “The Diary of a Clubman”, by Lounger 

The Sporting Times July 31 1926 

We left London on Friday evening a party of three – Mrs Lounger, 
“Colonel” Tom Meltzer and yours truly. Our first stop was at the Mitre, 
Hampton Court, to inquire of host Tom Saddler the latest bulletin of 
Bagwell, his head waiter, who was down with double pneumonia and 
pleurisy. The news was none too rosy, and we were to hear subsequently 
that poor Bagwell died late that night.  

  



 
 

It is said that whilst George was on his death bed the road was strewn 
with peat to dampen the sound of the hooves of passing horses. At his 
funeral the motor hearse was escorted by uniformed police officers. It is 
also said that an obituary appeared in The Sporting Times, entitled 
"Tipster to the King". True or not, the fact is that George was held in high 
esteem. George was laid to rest at Molesey Cemetery, where he now 
sleeps alongside his beloved Annie. 
 

 
 
After his death, George’s estate was valued at £3637 17s 10d, which 
included Langton House and Ryde Cottage, and by the terms of the will 
generous provision was made for the long term security of his disabled 
daughter Lizzie. 
  



 
 

PASSING OF “BAGWELL OF THE MITRE” 

Many Tokens of Respect at the Funeral 

The death occurred on Friday last, after a brief illness, of Mr George 
James Bagwell, of 230, Walton Road, East Molesey, who for many years 
had been head waiter at the Mitre Hotel, Hampton Court. About a week 
previously he had returned home from business and complained of 
feeling unwell, and pneumonia and pleurisy developed and he died 
despite all that medical care and nursing could do for him. He was 67 
years of age, and leaves a widow and a large family. 

 

“Bagwell of the Mitre” was widely known, for he had greeted visitors to 
the Mitre Hotel, where numerous important Masonic functions are held, 
for about 44 years. His urbane manner and geniality, and his 



 
 

thoroughness in attending to the requirements of the customers of the 
Mitre secured for him the respect of all patrons of that famous hostelry, 
and he was esteemed by all with whom he came in contact. In addition 
his Dundreary whiskers made him a figure of much interest to the visitors 
to Hampton Court. He is described as being a lovable man in every way, 
an ideal husband and parent, and very generous hearted. 

There was an unusually large number of floral tributes, about sixty being 
counted in addition to those of the family. On the coffin was laid a large 
cross of arum lilies, white carnations and roses from the widow. Other 
wreaths included those from the staff of the Mitre Hotel, “The Sporting 
Times”, and the Royal Hampton, the Burdett and the Crescent Lodges of 
Freemasons. 

(Surrey Chronicle 31 July 1926) 

 

 

 

  



 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this short 
account, which was prepared specially for the Isle of 
Wight Family History Society One Day Conference 

on 13th May 2017. 

------ 

Special thanks are extended to the following family 
members for their contribution to this story: Zoey 

Clark, Sally Adams, and Mary Hyams, and to those 
who now walk amongst our ancestors: Lilian 

Beauchamp and Rouland Bagwell 

------ 
With additional information sourced from Ancestry.co.uk and various transcribed sources held 

on the IWFHS web site 

------ 

For more information about my Bagwell family or 
anyone of that name who has lived on the Isle of 

Wight, visit my website at:  

www.bagwellgenealogy.me.uk 

 

 

© Dean Bagwell 2017  

IWFHS Member 2043 
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